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STATE OF ARKANGSAS

August 24, 2010

The Arkansas State Board of Education
Four Capitol Mall, Room 305-A
Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Board Members:

I support the efforts of citizens who wish to establish and secure charter school
status for the Gillett Heritage Academy, with the goal of meeting educational needs
left in the wake of the consolidation of Gillett High School. [ recognize the
importance of a quality education for our students, and it is my belief that the
Heritage Academy can be an asset in this isolated, rural area, while adding to the
tradition of excellence already found at the Dumas and DeWitt School Districts.

The Heritage Academy secks to be of benefit to its students and the city, as well as
southeast Arkansas. The school plans to offer a cumiculum focused on
entrepreneurship, which will hopefully encourage students' interest in private
business development for their hometown and region. Given the need for economic
growth and revitalization in this part of the state, the Heritage Academy would seem
to represent a unique opportunity for all involved.

I join with the citizens of Gillett in encouraging the Board to consider these factors
when reviewing the request for charter school designation. If you have any
questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Robert 5. Moore, Jr.

Speaker-designate

RSM/adm
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Martha Shoffner
Treasurer of State

July 29, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter of support for the Gillette Civic Group’s application to secure a
charter for the Gillette Heritage Academy from the Arkansas State Board of Education.

The people of Gillette have long stood for providing the students in this area of Arkansas
with an academically solid and culturally enriching level of education. Civic pride and
an intense desire to give these local students a quality education can not be suppressed by
situations beyond the control of concerned parents and dedicated educators. The Gillette
Heritage Academy’s plan to deliver smaller class size, higher standards of academic
excellence. and to instill a sense of discipline and pride in the student population is a
dream held by many in this southeast Arkansas town. If the Arkansas State Board of
Education could please allow the dream of Gillette’s citizens to bring a quality
educational experience back to this area become a reality, the students, the City of
Gillette, and Arkansas can only be the benefactors.

Again, please accept my strongest support for the Gillette Civic Group’s charter
application for the Gillette Heritage Academy. If I can furnish any additional information
or assist you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

ufhe

Maktha Shoffner

220 State Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
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CLAUDE W. JENKINS
ATTORNEY
2120 NORTH MCKINLEY R
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72207

TELEPHONE: 870-817-1626
FAX: 501-614-7530

August 12, 2010
Gillett Civic Group
P.O. Box 116
Gillett, AR 72055

ATTN: Mayor Jared Holzhauer
RE: Gillett Charter School
Dear Mayor Holzhauer:

I have always, during my career in Arkansas County, Arkansas, been an advocate for development of
the small towns in Eastern Arkansas, all of which are relatively isolated from the larger towns dominating the
region. I fought consolidation of the utility companies in the 1970’s; the withdrawal of the rail road freight
terminals; lack of industrial development; the lack of bridges over the Arkansas and White Rivers and went to
Washington several times while | served on the Mississippi River Parkway Commission as its chairman for a
number of years, one time testifving before the Senate at the request of Senator Dale Bumpers in support of the
Lower Mississippi River Delta Development Initiative. In recent years I have fought for maintenance of the
City Courts in the small towns of Arkansas, even testifying before a sub-committee in the State Legislature of
Arkansas recently in disagreement with the consolidation of the City Courts into the District Court System.

[ see with the withdrawal of community services and schools from the small towns of Arkansas to be not
only detrimental to the small towns and their citizens, but placing Arkansas on a declining path which will
result in the ultimate decline of small towns.

I watched in dismay the consolidation of the Gillett School District into the DeWitt School District; and,
as you know, [ was in full support of your efforts to establish a Charter School in Gillett last year.

Gillett, of all the small towns in the Eastern Arkansas is the hub of the lower one-third of one of the
largest counties in Arkansas. Its schools have always been excellent and have turned out numerous college
graduates and professional persons and successful farmers and business men and women over the years.
Certainly its schools were well staffed and maintained.

The establishment of an open enrollment public Charter School in Gillett will provide an educational
option for parents and students in Arkansas County and the surrounding areas. The concept of teaching
Entrepreneurship will provide an imnovative educational opportunity that will greatly benefit rural Arkansas. |
am satisfied that there are a number of students and their families who would support and be well served by the
creation of such school.

I will be glad to help in any way that I am able to support Gillett Heritage Academy.

Si ?Iy ours,
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August 15, 2010
Arkansas Department of Education
Four Capitol Mall
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to join Gillett Mayor Holzhauer and citizens in the community in support of
the efforts of the Gillett Heritage Academy to become a State Charter School.

The people of Gillett have historically exhibited a desire for excellence in education, It is
now their belief that the creation of a charter school will enhance opportunities for learning and
will bring innovative educational approaches to young people in the area.

I have enclosed a copy of Mayor Jared Holzhauer’s letter expressing his support for the
Gillett Heritage Academy.

I hope you will not hesitate to contact me or my assistant, Raymond Frazier, at 870-382-

1023 if you have questions of need additional information.

Sincerely,

Blanche L. Lincoln

BLL:xf

cc: The Honorable Jared Holzhauer
Gillett Civic Group
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P. O. Box 367
Gillett, Arkansas 72055

Office: (870) 548-2541
Police: (870) 548-2812
Fax: (870) 548-3121

"Home of Friendly People and the Coon Supper”

August 28, 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

The citizens of Gillett and its elected officials are dedicated to the betterment of the educational system in our
community. The education of the children in Gillett and our surrounding area is crucial to our development and
prosperity. We believe that a locally controlled education is highly beneficial to our children. Gillett Heritage
Academy is just the first step toward a revitalization of our town and this region of the state. Gillett Heritage
Academy will provide the personal attention to our students that has been proven to improve test scores as well
as student discipline. This school will encourage an entrepreneurial spirit among the students and create vast

opportunities for their future. Any improvement in the educational system is important to us; therefore, I
support Gillett Heritage Academy in Gillett.

Since

Mayor Jared Holzhauer
City of Gillett, Arkansas
Jared Holzhauer Ken Dempsey Jennifer Lowe Monty Young Bill Pratt
Mayor Chief of Police RecordenTreasurer Fire Chief Maintenance Supt.

The City of Gillett is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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P. O. Box 367
Gillett, Arkansas 72055

Office: (870) 548-2541
Police;  (870) 548-2812
Fax:  (870) 548-3121

“"Home of Friendly People and the Coon Supper”

July 30, 2010

Arkansas Department of Education
Four Capitol Mall
Little Rock, AR 72201

To whom it may concern:

This letter is to acknowledge my support for Gillett Heritage Academy. I believe that this
Charter School would be a great opportunity for many students in Gillett and the
surrounding areas to get a quality education that may not be available without it. I believe
that a Charter school would be great for our community and our community would be
great for a Charter School. 1 believe our young citizens deserve the opportumity for a
great education. The Gillett Civic Group Inc. has my full support in trying to get a charter
school for Gillett.

Most sincerely,
; 1 5.-; 3){ G(i] b
(el A Duldero~

Walter R. Sullivan
Alderman, City of Gillett.

870 548 3506

Jared Holzhauer Ken Dempsey Jennifer Lowe Maonty Young Bill Pratt
Mayor Chief of Pclice RecorderT reasurar Fira Chigf Maintenance Supt.

The City of Gillett iz an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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b Office: (870) 548-254]1
Police: (870) 548-2812
Fax: (870) 548-3121
"Home of Friendly People and the Coon Supper”
August 28, 2010
Dear Sir or Madam:
I support the proposed Gillett Heritage Academy. I am dedicated to the efforts of the city of Gillett and
the Gillett Civic Group to maintain and grow the educational opportunities for the children of rural Arkansas.
1 am an active member of the PTA for the elementary school located in our community. I am an alumni of the
former Gillett High School. 1 mised my children in the community and they also received an excellent
educanion in the former Gillert School District.
In today’s economy and ever changing face of America, it 18 more important than ever to set our childeen's
feet on the path to financial and social well being. All children deserve to leamn job skills as well as academia.
The Gillett Herntage Academy proposes an innovative and challenging approach teaching entreprencurship.
With the necessary support of the Depariment of Education we will embrace and engage the prvilege of
teaching the children of rural Arkansas not only the core curnculum but also the values, ethics and skills
necessary to be independent leaders of both civic and business ventures. We recognize and accept the
challenge to meet the needs of our leaders of the future.
I am a strong supporter of the youth of Southeast Arkansas, a director of the Gillett Civic Group, and an
alderman for the gregt city of Gillett. It is with much great pride, hope and enthusiasm thar 1 invite vou 1o
share with me our dream of a greater tomorrow in education for our children.
I respectfully and earnestly ask for your support of the charter for Gillett Heritage Academy.
* a3 h?'.-!n,xi':‘iﬁ:l.:lcl_'p \ _.-"l
C‘"“x. o~ __V 1,
__SaliyKeffer /5 'V Z\gFaiit -
Alderman, CityA! Gillett] |
B70-830-6012 o
Jared Holzhauer Ken Dempsey Jennifer Lowe Monty Young Bill Pratt
Mayor Chief of Police RecordenTreasurer Fire Chigf Maintenance Supt.

The City of Gillett is an equal opportunity provider and employer,
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Gillett Police

P. O. Box 367
Gilleft, Arkansas 72055
Police: (870) 548-2812
Cell: (870) 509-1041
Fax: (870) 548-3121

July 16, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to acknowledge my support for a Charter School in Gillett Arkansas. In today's world, where the
United States appears to be coming in third in technology and science, there is a definite need for schools that
concentrate on those disciplines. The Gillett Heritage Academy would offer advanced classes in entrepreneurship
while staying strong in science and math. Any education that would concentrate on teaching our kids to be
successful in any endeavor they choose can only improve the economy, our community, the State of Arkansas, and
the United States. I believe a Charter School will be an asset to our city and provide opportunities for at least
some of our young citizens that may not otherwise be provided.

Respectfully,

Kenneth B. De
Chief of Police, City of Gillett

870-509-1041
kdempseygpd®centurytelnet

Jared Holzhauer Ken Dempsey Jennifer Lowe Monty Young Bill Pratt
Mayor Chief of Police RecordenTreasurer Fire Chief Maintenance Supt.

The City of Gillett is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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August 12, 2010

Arkansas Department of Education
Four Capitol Mall
LR, AR, 722{01

To whom it may concern,

This letter is to acknowledge my support for a Charter School in Gillett,
Arkansas. Through the support given to the fire department, I have seen first
hand how the citizens come together to provide a better community. The
Gillett community has always been proud of the students of Gillett and their
continued education in many professions. With the areas of study that the
Charter School is proposing , the school will be providing an education to
further the students into the 21st century and provide ways for them to be
better citizens in our society.

Therefore, I believe a Charter School will be an asset to our city and provide
new opporunities for our students.

Sincerely,

/r.l._-.'l;_::’-h.g;

o i
& : S e """.r".{\
Monty Young

Gillett Fire Chief
B870-500-1542
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Floitors & Monchniazd BANK

210 W. MAIN « P. O. BOX 357
GILLETT, ARKANSAS 72055-0357

LARRY E. BAUER

: TELEPHOME (870) 548-2211
President

FAX (BT0) 548-2220

August 12, 2010

State Board of Education
#4 Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Planters & Merchants Bank supports the application of Gillett Heritage Academy for an open-
enrollment public charter school. We believe that educational choice is important for our local
children and parents, and that expectation for student achievement from an environment
providing a quality education be our first priority.

Sincerely,

Worosy Lasmin

President
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PO Box 21
Gillett, AR 72055

August 1, 2010

To: Arkansas Department of Education
Four Capitol Mall, Room 105-C
Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Members of the Board:

Menard Mfg. Company has been an Entrepreneur based business in Gillett since 1994. As a corporate citizen of
Gillett, I support the creation of Gillett Heritage Academy. I view this opportunity as an excellent way to
improve the education for the children in our community. Gillett Heritage Academy will provide a unique
model of learning that should prepare our students for careers in today’s rapidly changing economy.

Menard Mfg. Company is more than willing to provide financial support as well as volunteer our time and labor
during construction of the facility and thereafter for Gillett Heritage Academy.

Sincerely,
Bill Menard,
President
menardproductsi@gmail.com www.menardsales.com
1-888-764-3130 6401 Hwy 152 E. DeWitt, AR 72042 870-946-2757 fax
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Gillett, First Baptist Church
702 West Main Street
aillett, Arkansas 72055
(870) 548 2394
Dr. Freddie M. Gay, Pastor
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August 25, 2010
To Whom it May Concern;

Re: “Gillett Heritage Academy”

My initial encounter with Gillett, Arkansas came in 1970 when I was
invited to one of the churches in the area to speak. Since that time I have
had the opportunity to return on several occasions. As of January, 2007 1
was honored with the privilege to become pastor of the First Baptist Church
in Gillett.

From my first visit to Gillett until this day, I have been most
impressed with how the community seems to be knit together around the
school system in town. Almost everything here revolves around the school,
and I am proud to say that many of the young people and boys and girls are
involved in the local churches.

Our town is small, but it is amazing how many of the students have
left Gillett and moved on to college and trade schools to better themselves
and serve in many various capacities. It seems that the teachers, as well as
the parents and the young people themselves, take great pride in their
academic achievements. We firmly believe that we have some of the most
intelligent young people of our nation, and it has come about because of the
concern of the entire town.
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We would like to see this continue. However, much of that will
depend on your consideration of allowing us to proceed with these plans.

We sincerely hope you will strongly consider our application for
establishing such a school in our community.

May God bless you and lead you in this situation.

o ot

Dr. Freddie M. Gay, pastor
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